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Empirical RUE (rainfall use efficiency) based land condition assessment methods have been recently developed
in the DeSurvey project, together with VEC-based system dynamics models to find steady state points in human
/ resource systems threatened by environmental and economical disturbances. In spite that both approaches were
developed independently from each other, their convergence conveys a critical element to face one of the main chal-
lenges of land degradation research, linking assessment to forecasting in the frame of land use systems dynamics.
This contribution attempts at learning about the feasibility of this approach by making the two research lines to test
independently two working hypotheses. i) that there is a threshold in degradation trends beyond which transitions
are irreversible, and ii) that land condition is associated with the number of options in terms of potential land uses it
can support. Combining the outcomes of both approaches, one more empirical and ecological, the other more land
use modelling and socioeconomics oriented, provides insight on the afore-mentioned convergence, a more integral
view of the problem, and a chance of cross checking results. Two examples are the distinction between ecological
and socio-economic thresholds or the mechanics by which land degradation diminishes land use options.


