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One of the main purposes of the ARISE program, the educational initiative by the ANDRILL research, was
to “integrate polar geoscience content into a range of learning environments”. In the range of this program, an
Italian science teacher created and developed through 2006 and 2007 a specific project called progettosmilla.it
(www.progettosmilla.it). With the services consequently created, this initiative managed to involve more then
2000 students and 100 teachers across the Italian territory.
Though, what is left of that experience four years later?
This contribution focuses on the description of the long-term effects of that event on the earth system science
education in Italy. It offers the chance to analyze some of the most significant educational projects rooted in the
network of (local and national) institutions which supported the progettosmilla.it-ANDRILL program. Among
these:
- the Ortles project: an E&O initiative developed in the range of an international paleoclimatic research on the
biggest ice-cap of the Eastern Alps (by Italian and U.S. universities and centers of research);
- the I-CLEEN (Inquiring on Climate & Energy) project: an information gateway collecting educational resources,
which promotes an enquiry-based approach and is managed by science teachers (by the Natural Science Museum
of Trento- Italy)
- the SPEs (Summer Polar School for Teachers): a summer class where research, researchers and teachers illustrate
polar themes and lectures to be introduced in scholastic programs (by the National Museum of Antarctica- Italy)
- the first European edition of IESO (International Earth Science Olympiad), initiative to be held in Italy in 2011
(by University of Modena and Reggio Emilia- Italy)
Through the analysis of these projects it will be possible to gain useful clues and answer more complex
questions, such as:
Which are the key factors for the success of such a project, aimed to the cooperation between scientists and
teachers? Why an Educational & Outreach program of a scientific research should invest on science teachers?

