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Globally, the mass and energy transfers associated with the hydrologic cycle are dominated by those over oceans.
However, the impact of changes is of most interest over land. Of special interest are projections in stream discharge.
We use a recently developed analytical framework to examine changes in stream discharge that have been projected
by climate models. The framework is based on the long used supply (i.e. precipitation) - demand (i.e. evaporative
demand) framework of catchment hydrology pioneered by Budyko. The results show that the climate model output
closely follows a Budyko curve, and that the changes in stream discharge also follow those projected by our
analytical model. With that result we are able to extract generalisations from the climate model projections about
changes in stream discharge.


