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The Open Course Ware (OCW) is a large-scale electronic publishing initiative, which started in April 2001, based
on the Internet and founded jointly by the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) with the William and
Flora Hewlett Foundation and the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. Its basic objective is: To provide free, simple
and coherent access to course material for teaching staff in the not-for-profit sector, students and self-educators all
around the world. The success of this purpose has made it possible to meet a second objective: To create a flexible
movement based on an efficient model which other universities can emulate when publishing their own teaching
material, creating synergies and spaces for collaboration.
An Open Course Ware (OCW) is a free and open digital publication of high quality University-level educational
materials. These materials are organized as courses, and often include course planning materials and evaluation
tools as well as thematic content. Open Course Ware (OCW) is free and openly licensed, accessible to anyone,
anytime via internet.

The Open Course Ware Consortium is a collaboration of higher educational institutions and associated or-
ganizations from around the world, creating a broad and deep body of open educational content using a shared
model. The OCW-Consortium is a worldwide community of hundreds of Universities and associated committed to
advancing Open Course Ware and this impact on global education. It serve as a resource for starting and sustaining
OCW projects, as a coordinating body for the movement on a global scale, and as a forum for exchange ideas and
future planning.

Actually, the OCW-UPM site (4) contains 99 courses of different disciplines. One of these subjects is the
course titled “Plantas de interés agroalimentario”, which was added to the OCW-UPM in 2007 in Spanish
language, and will be included in English language “Food plants” in 2010. In this work we expose the actual
situation of these courses.
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