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Agriculture and forestry are key economic sectors in many African countries. A sound management of these re-
sources, in order to ensure stable food supply, is key for development. In many countries in Africa both forest and
agricultural resources are under stress due to, among others, a growing population, land reforms, climate variabil-
ity and change. Sound information is required to efficiently manage these resources. Remote sensing contributes
significantly to these information needs and for this reason more and more institutes and agencies integrate this
technology into their daily work. In this context, there is a growing need for enhancing remote sensing capacity
in Africa and for this reason the European Commission launched the AGRICAB Project, funded by the FP7 Pro-
gramme. The main focus of AGRICAB ‘A Framework for enhancing earth observation capacity for agriculture and
forest management in Africa as a contribution to GEOSS’, is to link European and African research capacity in the
use of earth observation technology for agriculture and forestry. The project consortium consists of 17 partners lo-
cated in 12 different countries (5 in Europe, 10 in Africa and 1 in South America) and has three main components.
Firstly, AGRICAB aims to ensure satellite data access, partly through GEONETCast. Secondly, AGRICAB will
enhance research capacity through partnerships between African and European institutes in the following thematic
areas (a) yield forecasting, (b) early warning and agricultural mapping of food crops, (c) agricultural statistics, (d)
livestock and rangeland monitoring, and (e) forest and forest fire monitoring. Thirdly, a significant part is dedicated
to training and building awareness concerning the advantage and benefits of the use of remote sensing in forest
and agricultural management. AGRICAB intends to allow African partners: (i) to get exposed to state-of-the art
techniques and models for agricultural and forest monitoring, (ii) to discover these techniques and models through
workshops and dedicated training, (iii) to gain experience in the application of these techniques and models on the
local conditions in various use cases, and finally, (iv) to adapt appropriate models for integration in the local opera-
tional workflows. Through use cases, located in Northern Africa, Senegal, Kenya, Mozambique and South-Africa,
methodologies will be adapted to local conditions and demonstrated in different agro-meteorological conditions.


