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OpenAIREplus focuses on the linking of research data to associated publications. The interlinking of research
objects has implications for optimising the research process, allowing the sharing, enrichment and reuse of data,
and ultimately serving to make open data an essential part of first class research. The growing call for more
concrete data management and sharing plans, apparent at funder and national level, is complemented by the
increasing support for a scientific infrastructure that supports the seamless access to a range of research materials.
This paper will describe the recently launched OpenAIREplus and will detail how it plans to achieve its goals of
developing an Open Access participatory infrastructure for scientific information.
OpenAIREplus extends the current collaborative OpenAIRE project, which provides European researchers with a
service network for the deposit of peer-reviewed FP7 grant-funded Open Access publications. This new project
will focus on opening up the infrastructure to data sources from subject-specific communities to provide metadata
about research data and publications, facilitating the linking between these objects. The ability to link within a
publication out to a citable database, or other research data material, is fairly innovative and this project will
enable users to search, browse, view, and create relationships between different information objects. In this
regard, OpenAIREplus will build on prototypes of so-called “Enhanced Publications”, originally conceived in the
DRIVER-II project.
OpenAIREplus recognizes the importance of representing the context of publications and datasets, thus linking to
resources about the authors, their affiliation, location, project data and funding. The project will explore how links
between text-based publications and research data are managed in different scientific fields. This complements a
previous study in OpenAIRE on current disciplinary practices and future needs for infrastructural Open Access
services, taking into account the variety within research approaches. Adopting Linked Data mechanisms on top
of citation and content mining, it will approach the interchange of data between generic infrastructures such as
OpenAIREplus and subject specific service providers.
The paper will also touch on the other challenges envisaged in the project with regard to the culture of sharing
data, as well as IPR, licensing and organisational issues.


