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Over the last years, a vast number of experimental and theoretical studies has widely demonstrated the sensitivity
of SAR data to soil moisture content, however, operational services integrating SAR measurements into land
process models are not yet available.
Important progresses in this field are expected, on the one hand, from SAR missions characterized by a short
revisiting time, such as the COSMO-SkyMed or the forthcoming Sentinel-1 and ALOS-2 missions, on the other
hand, from a strong effort in implementing hydrological models able to reproduce the dynamic of soil moisture
content of the top layer (5 cm depth) of soil. With this latter purpose, we used the DREAM model [Manfreda
et al., 2005], realized in a GIS-based approach, that explicitly takes into account the spatial heterogeneity of
hydrological processes. The DREAM model carries out continuous hydrological simulations using the daily and
the hourly scales. The distinctive feature of the model, which consists of evaluating the lateral flow through a
water content redistribution weighted by the topographic index, was preserved. The latter provided the basis for
the nested implementation of the Richard equation which has been used for evaluating vertical flows in the top
soil layer (5cm).The Richard routine exploits the numerical solution proposed by Simunek et al. [2009] and runs,
for each cell of the river basin, in a sub-module of 60 minutes with a vertical (i.e. depth) and temporal resolution
of 1 cm and 1 s, respectively.
The model was applied to the portion of the Celone at Foggia San Severo river basin downstream the San Giusto
Dam, which is a tributary of the Candelaro river, in Puglia region (Southern Italy). Over this area quasi-dense
time series of ALOS/PALSAR ScanSAR WB1 and COSMO-SkyMedStripMap images were acquired in 2007
and 2010, respectively. The SAR data have been used to derive time-series of soil moisture maps by means of the
SMOSAR software developed for Sentinel-1 data [Balenzano et al., 2011; Mattia et al., 2011; Balenzano et al.,
2012] and adapted to the X- [Mattia et al., 2012] and L-band [Satalino et al., 2010].
First results are promising, showing that the model is able to reproduce the general trend and has a good sensitivity
to rainfall inputs. Such a kind of results open wide perspectives for model calibration/validation with external
data as well as for assessing the proposed modelling structure, providing strong enhancements in terms of model
scientific validation [e.g. Biondi et al. 2011].
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