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The mission of the OASIS (Organization for the Advancement of Structured Information Standards) Emergency
Management Technical Committee (EM-TC) is to create incident and emergency-related standards for data
interoperability. The TC welcomes participation from members of the emergency management community,
developers and implementers, and members of the public concerned with disaster management and response.
Since the foundation of the EM-TC in 2003, there have been several Standards developed to support this mission.

The first and most widely accepted has been the Common Alerting Protocol (CAP). CAP has been adopted
worldwide and is also ITU Recommendation 1303. The EM-TC has continued in the development of content data
standards to support the emergency management mission. This suite of standards is referred to as the Emergency
Data Exchange Language (EDXL) family of standards.

The EDXL suite of standards are developed starting with a defined requirement from the response commu-
nity. The requirements are vetted through a working group process, reviewed by the development community to
determine whether the concepts once “standardized” will result in software that will be developed then provided
with comments to the OASIS EM-TC for defining the standard. The OASIS process includes an open public
review period where all comments are accepted and publically adjudicated.

The EDXL-Distribution Element (DE), EDXL-Resource Management (RM), EDXL-Hospital Availability
eXchange (HAVE) are all now ratified Standards. The EDXL-Situation Reporting (SitRep) Standard is in final
review and the EXDL-Tracking of Emergency Patients (TEP) is in development.

This presentation will briefly present each of the OASIS EM-TC Standards as well as the process for their
development and review. Information will be provided about how to participate in the process as well as where
open source code can be found to get started developing systems of systems using the EDXL Standards.


