Geophysical Research Abstracts
Vol. 14, EGU2012-1475, 2012
EGU General Assembly 2012
© Author(s) 2012

Predictability study of Kuroshio path variation:Effects of initial error and
model parameter errors on the prediction
Q. Wang (1), M. Mu (1,2), and H. A. Dijkstra (3)
(1) Key Laboratory of Ocean Circulation and Wave, Institute of Oceanology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Qingdao, China
(wqiang1017@gmail.com), (2) State Key Laboratory of Numerical Modeling for Atmospheric Sciences and Geophysical
Fluid Dynamics, Institute of Atmospheric Physics, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing, China, (3) Institute for Marine and
Atmospheric research Utrecht, Department of Physics and Astronomy, Utrecht University, 3584 CC Utrecht, the Netherlands

Conditional nonlinear optimal parameter perturbation (CNOP-P) method is used to investigate the effects of errors
in model parameters on the prediction of the transition to the Kuroshio large meander (KLM) state in a barotropic
shallow-water model. Because of their relatively large uncertainties, three model parameters were considered:
the interfacial friction coefficient, the wind-stress amplitude, and the lateral friction coefficient. We determined
the CNOP-Ps optimized for each of these three parameters independently, and we optimized all three parameters
simultaneously using the Spectral Projected Gradient 2 (SPG2) algorithm. Similarly, the impacts caused by errors
in initial conditions were examined using the conditional nonlinear optimal initial perturbation (CNOP-I) method.
Both the CNOP-I and CNOP-Ps can result in significant prediction errors of the KLM over a lead time of 240 days.
But the prediction error caused by CNOP-I is greater than that caused by CNOP-P. The results of this study indicate
not only that initial errors have greater effects on the prediction of the KLM than errors in model parameters but
also that the latter cannot be ignored. Hence, to enhance the forecast skill of the KLM in this model, the initial
conditions should first be improved, the model parameters should use the best possible estimates.

