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Floods are recurring events in the Lower Mekong Basin resulting in loss of life and property, causing damage
to agriculture and rural infrastructure, and disrupting social and economic activities. Flood management and
mitigation has become a priority issue at the national and regional levels. Besides, it is expected that large areas of
the Mekong delta, the Red River delta and the central coast will be flooded by sea-level rise due to climate change.
Can Tho City is ranked under the five most flood-tide-influenced cities of Vietnam. It is the biggest city in the
Mekong delta and it is located near the Hau river. Like other region of the Mekong delta, Can Tho suffers due to
floods from upstream and flood tides from the sea. In the flood season large rural areas of the city are flooded,
particularly during tidal days. Flood risk management policy includes preparative measures for living with floods
and to minimise the damage caused by floods as well as to take advantage of floods for sustainable development.
An intensive literature review, including administrative reports as well as expert interviews have been undertaken
to gain more insight into flood characteristics, their consequences and risk mitigation. Therefore, flood damaging
processes and trends have been reviewed for Can Tho City and the Mekong Basin in Vietnam. Additionally,
suitable flood damage estimation methodologies have been collected as important input for flood risk analyses. On
this basis it has been investigated which flood risk mitigation and management strategies promise to be effective
in Can Tho City, Vietnam.


