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In Bavaria the curriculum of the upper grade of high school includes a so called project seminar, running over
one and a half year. The aims of the seminar are to let the pupils learn to work on a specific topic, to organize
themselves in a team, to improve their soft skills and become familiar with the working life.

The topic of the project seminar, jointly organized by the Bertold-Brecht-Gymnasium in Munich and the
Deutsche Geodätische Forschungsinstitut (DGFI) was on the “Global sea level rise”. A team of 13 pupils
computed the mean sea level rise by using on the one hand altimetry data of TOPEX, Jason-1 and Jason2 and
on the other hand data of globally distributed tide gauges, corrected for vertical crustal movements derived from
GPS products. The results of the two independent approaches were compared with each other and discussed
considering also statements and discussions found in press, TV, and the web. Finally, a presentation was prepared
and presented at school.


