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Soil taxation and soil classification are important drivers of soil science in Austria. However, the tasks are quite
different: whereas soil taxation aims at the evaluation of the productivity potential of the soil, soil classification
focusses on the natural development and – especially nowadays – on functionality of the soil. Since the foundation
of the Austrian Soil Science Society (ASSS), representatives both directions of the description of the soil have been
involved in the common actions of the society. In the first years it was a main target to improve and standardize
field descriptions of the soil. Although both systems differ in the general layout, the experts should comply with
identical approaches. According to this work, a lot of effort has been put into the standardization of the soil
classification system, thus ensuring a common basis. The development, state of the art and further development of
both classification and taxation systems initiated and carried out by the ASSS will be shown.


