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Rotary querns and millstones were used in Norway since just after the Roman Period until the last millstone was
made in the 1930s. Throughout all this time millstone mining was fundamental for daily life: millstones were
needed to grind grain, our most important food source. We can find millstone quarries in many places in the
country from coast to mountain. Some of them cover many square kilometers and count hundreds of quarries as
physical testimonies of a long and great production history. Other quarries are small and hardly visible. Some
of this history is known through written and oral tradition, but most of it is hidden and must be reconstructed
from the traces we can find in the landscape today. The Millstone project has put these quarry landscapes on the
map, and conducted a range of case studies, including characterization of archaeological features connected to
the quarrying, interpretation of quarrying techniques and evolution of such and establishing distribution and trade
patterns by the aid of geological provenance. The project also turned out to be a successful cooperation between
different disciplines, in particular geology and archaeology.


