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Geoethics consists of the research and reflection on those values upon which to base appropriate behaviours
and practices regarding the Geosphere. Geoethics also deals with problems related to risk management and
mitigation of geohazards. One of the most important goals of the Geoethics is to foster the proper and correct
dissemination of results of scientific studies and other information on risks. Moreover, Geoethics aims to improve
the relationships between the scientific community, mass media and public and aims to organize effective teaching
tools to develop awareness, values and responsibility within the population. Geoethics should become part of the
social knowledge and an essential point of reference for every action affecting land, water and atmosphere usage
that is taken by stake-holders and decision-makers.

Although Geoethics is a young discipline, it provides a forum for open discussion inside the Geosciences on
the social and cultural role that Geoscientists can play in society. First, Geoethics represents an opportunity for
Geoscientists to become more conscious of their responsibilities in conducting their activity, highlighting the
ethical, cultural and economic repercussions that their behavioral choices may have on society. From this point
of view Geoethics, at this stage of its development, is primarily an attitude of thinking: through consideration of
geoethical questions, Geoscientists have the opportunity to ask questions about themselves, their skills, the quality
of their work and the contribution they can provide to the healthy progress of humanity.

The International Association for Promoting Geoethics (IAPG: http://www.iapg.geoethics.org) is a new multidis-
ciplinary, scientific platform for widening the debate on problems of Ethics applied to the Geosciences, through
international cooperation and for encouraging the involvement of geoscientists on Geoethics themes. The IAPG
was founded to increase the awareness inside the scientific community of the social role of geoscientists, to bring
the Geosciences closer to society, thereby contributing also to the acquisition of knowledge in dealing with natural
hazards.



