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The new European Competence Centre for Moor and Climate (EFMK) is an initiative by different local commu-
nities, environmental protection NGOs, agricultural services, and partners from the peat and other industries in
Lower Saxony (Germany). The Centre aims to integrate practical peat bog conservation with a focus on green
house gas emission after drainage and after water logging activities. Together with our partners we want to break
new ground to protect the remaining bogs in the region. Sphagnum mosses will be produced in paludiculture
on-site in cooperation with the local peat industry to provide economic and ecologic alternatives for peat products
used in horticulture business. Land-use changes are needed in the region and will be stimulated in cooperation
with agricultural services via compensation money transfers from environmental protection funds. On a global
scale the ideas of Carbon Credit System have to be discussed to protect the peat bogs for climate protection
issues. Environmental education is an important pillar of the EFMK. The local society is invited to explore
the unique ecosystem and to participate in peat bog protection activities. Future generations will be taught to
understand that the health of our peat bogs is interrelated with the health of the local and global climate. Besides
extracurricular classes for schools the centre will provide infrastructure for Master and PhD students, as well
for senior researchers for applied research in the surrounding moor. International partners in the scientific and
practical fields of peat bog ecology, renaturation, green house gas emissions from peat bogs, and environmental
policy are invited to participate in the European Competence Center for Moor and Climate.


