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India — except the Himalayas — is considered to be tectonically stable region, with an occasional intra-plate earth-
quake here and there. The Saurashtra Peninsula in Western India had earthquakes less than Mw 5.7 during the
last fifty years. Search for evidence of preceding major seismic events is ongoing. There is a ~16th century fish
tank hewn in coastal Pleistocene limestone near Diu city, Saurashtra Peninsula, western India. The 3 x4 m basin is
connected to the sea by an 1 m deep channel. Today the tank is inoperable: not even high spring tide can fill the
basin. We suggest that the tank, the tidal platform and the whole Diu coast have been uplifted by ~0.5 m shortly
after the tank was constructed by early Portuguese colonists in the 16-17th century. Coastal karst dissolution —
active in the spray zone above sea level — left deep marks on carved surfaces since uplift. We suggest that uplift
of Diu Island occurred in the 16-17th century, during a major seismic event, connected to active faulting offshore
along the Narmada Fault.



