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A large and ever increasing amount of marine data is available throughout Europe, USA, Australia and beyond.
The challenges associated with the acquisition of this data mean that the cost of collection is high and the data
itself often irreplaceable. At a time when the demand for marine data is growing while financial resources for its
collection are being dramatically reduced the need to maximise its re-use is becoming a priority for marine data
managers.

A number of barriers to the re-use of marine data currently exist due to the various formats, standards, vo-
cabularies etc. used by the organisations engaged in collecting and managing this data. These challenges are
already being addressed at a regional level by projects in Europe (Geo-Seas, SeaDataNet etc.), USA (R2R) and
Australia (IMOS). To expand these projects further and bridge the gap between these regional initiatives the Ocean
Data Interoperability Platform (ODIP) will establish a collaborative platform which will facilitate the development
of a common approach to marine data management. Proactive dissemination of the outcomes and products of this
project will promote adoption of the common standards and practices developed by the ODIP project to other
organisations and regions beyond the 20 original consortium partners.

To demonstrate this coordinated approach several joint prototypes will be developed to test and evaluate
potential solutions for solving the marine data management issues identified within the different marine. These
prototypes will also be used to illustrate the effective sharing of data across scientific domains, organisations and
international boundaries through the development of common practices and standards in marine data management.


