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Marine data is collected by thousands of organisations around the world using a variety of different instruments
and platforms. The high cost of its acquisition and the fact that the data itself is often unique and irreplaceable
makes its re-use a priority for marine data managers.

A significant barrier to the re-use of marine data is often the variety of different formats, standards, vocab-
ularies etc. which have been used by the various organisations engaged with the collection and management of this
data at a regional, national and international scale. This lack of a common approach to how the data is managed is
also hindering the development of interoperability with other disciplines at a time when there is a need to adopt a
more ecosystem based approach to marine research.

Initiatives in a number of regions including Europe, USA and Australia are making significant progress in
addressing these issues through the development of marine data management infrastructures. However the need
for a more holistic approach to marine research necessitates a move towards a common marine data management
infrastructure through the development of interoperability between these regional initiatives.

To bridge the gap between these regional initiatives the EU, the National Science Foundation in the USA
and the Australian government have recently funded the Ocean Data Interoperability Platform (ODIP) project.
ODIP is a collaborative project between 14 organisations in Europe, USA and Australia engaged in the acquisition
and management of marine data. ODIP aims to develop interoperability between the regional marine data
management infrastructures and to demonstrate this co-ordination through the development of several joint
prototypes that illustrate effective sharing of data across scientific domains, organisations and national boundaries.
This will ultimately lead to the development of a common infrastructure for marine data management that can be
extended to other organisations and global regions.


