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A new IUGS Task Group entitled the Task Group on Global Geoscience Professionalism was formed in 2012 and
launched at a symposium at the 341GC in Brisbane on strengthening communication between fundamental and
applied geosciences and between geoscientists and public.

The Task Group aims to ensure that the international geoscience community is engaged in a transformation
of its profession so as to embed the need for a professional skills base alongside technical and scientific skills
and expertise, within a sound ethical framework in all arenas of geoscience practice. This needs to be established
during training and education and reinforced as CPD throughout a career in geoscience as part of ensuring public
safety and effective communication of geoscience concepts to the public.

The specific objective of the Task Group on Global Geoscience Professionalism that is relevant to this
poster session is:

• To facilitate a more ‘joined up’ geoscience community fostering better appreciation by academics and
teachers of the professional skills that geoscientists need in the workplace, and facilitate better communication
between academic and applied communities leading to more effective application of research findings and
technology to applied practitioners and development of research programmes that truly address urgent issues.

Other Task Group objectives are:
• To provide a specific international forum for discussion of matters of common concern and interest among
geoscientists and geoscientific organizations involved in professional affairs, at the local, national and international
level;
• To act as a resource to IUGS on professional affairs in the geosciences as they may influence and impact “Earth
Science for the Global Community” in general - both now and in the future;
• To offer and provide leadership and knowledge transfer services to countries and geoscientist communities
around the world seeking to introduce systems of professional governance and self-regulation in the Earth
sciences;
• To provide geoscientists in all areas of professional practice and at all stages of their careers with practical
guidance and support on professional matters;
• To continue and increase over time the provision of symposia and technical sessions to allow for exchange
and knowledge transfer at IGCs and other events for those involved in, and impacted by, the evolution of
professionalism in the geosciences.
• To act as a resource to members of IUGS, and others, of material and speakers to present to geoscience
groups – in particular young Earth scientists - around the world on professional practice and registration matters
(including geoscience practice standards and guidelines, and reporting standards, codes of ethics and conduct, and
professional registration.)

The sponsors of the new TG are:
• European Federation of Geologists (EFG)
• Geoscientists Canada
• American Institute of Professional Geologists (AIPG)



• Australian Institute of Geoscientists (AIG)
• South African Council for Natural Scientific Professions (SACNSP)
• El Colegio de Geólogos de Bolivia (College of Geologists of Bolivia)


