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In order to address the need to review the scope and direction of GEO activities related to water and to provide
guidance for the post-2015 GEO planning, the Integrated Global Water Cycle Observations IGWCQO) Community
of Practice and the Committee on Earth Observation Satellites (CEOS) are working together to develop a strategy
for GEO water activities over the next decade. This presentation will review the elements of the strategy which
include topics as comprehensive as user needs and engagement, water cycle observational systems, assessment
of water quality, data issues, interoperability and integration of water information systems and capacity building.
Impediments in the flow of information and technological capabilities from the providers of new technologies,
innovations and data products to the end users will be explored in terms of the nature of these impediments and
how they can be overcome. To be successful in GEO’s framework of volunteerism, the water strategy should
build on activities that are on-going in related programmes at the international and national levels. In addition,
implementation of the strategy will need to be supported through new initiatives and policies that promote greater
integration. Suggestions for achieving these goals will be outlined at the end of the talk.



