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Recommendations are not enough to solve problems of desertification. In certain areas, soil degradation and
poverty establish a vicious circle that may be broken if political, social, economic and natural visions are consid-
ered as a whole. Nevertheless, usually the scientific framework to combat land degradation is only associated with
the protection of natural resources - the “soil approach”-, and weak attention is paid on the social sciences - the
“land approach”. The success in the adoption of mitigation measures to combat dryland degradation depends on
the dialogue between research institutes, policy makers, land users and funding agencies.

The structure of desertification research and its implementation in Argentina is addressed in this study. It is
one part of a wider framework of analysis that is simultaneously carried out in other different regions under the
umbrella of a Task Force on Land and Soil promoted by DesertNet International. The ultimate goal of this Task
Force is the achievement of an informed analysis to support the need of a scientific panel to answer the needs
of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification. The features and orientation of such a panel to be
truly effective may be established from the results of the analysis of the different ways to meet the challenge of
combating desertification in different regions of the world and their success or failure.

The method is based on the analysis of scientific journals indexed in the Web of Science using different
searching criteria with different groups of keywords. The analysis of papers addresses three main criteria: the
disciplines involved, the type of study and finally the range of the study in order to know the level of applicability.
In order to compute and visualise clusters of elements bibliometric methods will be used.

Positive signs have been recognised in Argentina in recent years trough the increase of governmental and
non governmental organisation that are involved in the adoption of measures to solve natural and social issues.
This paper seeks to examine the current structure of the research conducted in the area to acknowledge the results
of these changes.


