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The capital city, Itanagar, Arunachal Pradesh, India is exposed to the multiple geohazards as the city is located
in the region which experiences extreme physical phenomenon due to changing climate in the tectonically active
North-Eastern Himalayas. The geohazards in Itanagar includes landslides, floods, soil erosion and earthquakes.
The high decadal growth rate of 111.36% in 1991-2001 census has brought in many challenges with respect to
the capital city developmental planning. Due to rapid and haphazard growth in urban land use the people residing
in the city are gradually becoming more vulnerable to the geohazards in the past decades. The city condition at
present has raised issues of grave concern related to effective hazard management. It is observed that geoscientific
approach is violated at many places in the urban developmental activities along the central spine, the National
Highway-52A of the capital city. There is an urgent need of geoscientists to apprise the urban populace about
land suitability and stability in terms of rock types, soil, slope, geomorphology, groundwater condition etc. and
the vulnerability of the existing urban land use to landslides, flood, soil erosion and earthquakes. In this paper
major issue, critical issues and elements at risk are discussed in the context of ethics in geohazard management
and developmental planning for urban disaster resilience governance in a changing climate.



