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For Europe, several databases of wildfires based on the satellite imagery are currently available and being used
to conduct various studies and produce official reports. The European Forest Fire Information System (EFFIS)
burned area perimeters database comprises fires with burnt area greater than 1.0 ha occurred in the Europe
countries during the 2000 – 2011 period. The MODIS Burned Area Product (MCD45A1) is a monthly global
Level 3 gridded 500m product containing per-pixel burning, quality information, and tile-level metadata. The
Burned Area Product was developed by the MODIS Fire Team at the University of Maryland and is available
April 2000 onwards. Finally, for Portugal the National Forest Authority (AFN) discloses the national mapping of
burned areas of the years 1990 to 2011, based on Landsat imagery which accounts for fires larger than 5.0 ha. This
study main objectives are: (i) provide a comprehensive description of the datasets, its limitations and potential;
(ii) do preliminary statistics on the data; and, (iii) to compare the MODIS and EFFIS satellite wildfires databases
throughout/across the entire European territory, based on indicators such as the spatial location of the burned areas
and the extent of area burned annually and complement the analysis for Portugal will the inclusion of database
AFN.
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