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A joint initiative between International Telecommunication Union (ITU), the World Meteorological Organization
(WMO) and the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) of UNESCO is examining novel uses for
submarine telecommunication cables. The initiative addresses two main issues: the need for sustained climate-
quality data from the sparsely observed deep oceans, and the desire to increase the reliability and integrity of the
global tsunami warning networks. In the latter case, a significant proportion of the network suffers from failure
and vandalism of the sea-surface telemetry buoys that relay the tsunami signals from the sea-bed sensor package:
incorporating the sensors within a submarine cable repeater is an obvious way of increasing system reliability. At
the present time, plans are well advanced to launch a pilot project with the active involvement of cable industry
players.



