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The International Surface Temperature Initiative comprises a group of multi-disciplinary researchers constituted
in 2010 with the remit of creating a suite of open, transparent Land Surface Air Temperature products suitable
for meeting 21st Century science and societal needs and expectations. Since instigation significant progress has
been made in the creation of an improved set of ’raw’ Land Surface Air Temperature data holdings (to be released
in first version in February 2013), constituting in excess of 30,000 stations many going back over a Century, and
towards the creation of a rigorous benchmarking framework.

What is now requested is that multiple independent groups take up the challenge of creating global and re-
gional products from the databank and submit their algorithms to the benchmarking framework. Key here is to
rigorously assess structural uncertainty - it is not sufficient to assume because one group has tackled the problem it
is in any meaningful sense mission accomplished. There undoubtedly exist a myriad of issues in the raw data and
it is of vital importance to see how sensitive data homogenization is to the set of processing choices independent
groups will undertake. This uncertainty will almost certainly be larger at the station or regional level - yet as we
move into the 21st Century it is these scales that are of increasing import to end users. It is essential that we serve
the right data in the right way with the correct caveats. This can only be achieved if a sufficient number of groups
take up the challenge of creating new products from the raw databank.

This poster will outline progress to date in the creation of the databank and global benchmarks and outline
how investigators and groups can now get involved in creating products from the databank and participate in the
benchmarking exercise.

Further details upon the Initiative and its aims can be found at www.surfacetemperatures.org and
http://surfacetemperatures.blogspot.com/


