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This work is a CLIL experience for a class of 14-year-old students, a first grade of a Secondary school, level
B1/B2.
It is presented an Astronomy lesson whose topic is about the Moon’s phases, a quite difficult phenomenon to
visualize. Students’ attention is attracted by presenting them songs and a short documentary; comprehension is
made easier using both Internet-based materials and a card game using Cooperative Learning strategies through
Johnsons’ ‘ Learning Together’.
The lesson consists of three steps for a total length of three hours. The teacher assigns a time limit for each activity.
During the pre-task step, students’ interest for present-day music is used to catch their attention and make them
aware of the importance of the Moon as an inspiring subject for artistic expression such as popular or rock music.
Then the students are requested to brainstorm some simple ideas of ther own about the moon.
In the task step, a clear short BBC video is shown in order to stimulate students’ listening and comprehension
skills and an animation is proposed to help them view the moon cycle.
In the post-task step, students are engaged in a card game through Johnsons’ ‘Learning Together’.Learners are
divided into pairs and they have to cooperate to rebuild the moon’s cicle as fast as they can. Then the two pairs
join together to form groups of four and check their answers. The Assessor shares the group’s keys with the whole
class. The teacher gives feedback. The groups celebrate their success by clapping their hands and saying what they
appreciated regarding their way of working together as pairs and groups.


