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The Kolmården serpentine marble in Sweden, a building stone found at
many levels in the society.
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The Kolmården marble is a green serpentine marble of Svekofennian age (c. 1900 Ma). Serpentine is mainly
secondary after diopside. The rock has been used as far back as in the 13th century. But it was mainly due to the
start of the building of the Royal castles in Stockholm in the 17th century when the stone became more extensively
used. The quarries were in operation until the 1970s and during the last years the production was so rationalized
that one finds the stone in stairs, pavement and non structural ornaments within "common" houses all over the
country. One can also find this stone in many exclusive places all over the world (e.g. the Paris Opera house,
League of Nations building in Geneva, Leeds University Library, Uppsala University, Rockefeller Center, etc).
The importance of this stone in international architecture, the good physical and mechanical behaviour observed
in its emplacements and the possibilities for preservation of some of the quarries makes the Kolmården marble
a good candidate as Global Stone Heritage Stone. The nomination will also trigger international publications on
this natural stone to spread its knowledge among scientists and architects to be able to select this rock in case that
some restoration on the mentioned important buildings is needed at some point.


