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Presented in this report is a summary of the major structures and seismotectonic zones in Southern Africa
(Botswana, Lesotho, Namibia, South Africa and Swaziland), which includes available information on fault plane
solutions and stress data. Reports published by several experts contributed much to the prepared zones. The work
was prepared as part of the requirements for the SIDA/IGCP Project 601 titled “Seismotectonics and Seismic Haz-
ards in Africa” as well as part of the seismic source characterisation of the GEM-Africa Seismic hazard study.
The seismic data used are part of the earthquake catalogue being prepared for the GEM-Africa project, which
includes historical and instrumental records as collected from various agencies. Seventeen seismic zones/sources
were identified and demarcated using all the available information. Two of the identiied sources are faults with
reliable evidence of their activity. Though more faults have been identified in unpublished material as being active,
more work is being carried out to obtain information that can be used to characterise them before they are included
in the seismotectonic model. Explanations for the selected boundaries of the zones are also given in the report. It
should be noted that this information is the first draft of the seismic source zones of the region. Futher interpreation
of the data is envisaged which might result in more than one version of the zones.


