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China’s land use has undergone significant changes in history due to the continuous transformations caused by
natural and human factors. This paper will review the history of land use changes in China during the past 300 years
to identify the major transition periods and discuss the implications for environmental management. Population
changes are found to be the primary driving factor in cropland expansion and deforestation in history for a long
period. In 1950s, after the foundation of the Republic of China, all land use types experience a huge transition
showing the determination of socio-economic policies in modern time after agricultural intensifications. Several
current environmental policy in China will also be discussed to explore the effect of policy on land use changes.



