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There are huge challenges in both known and potential environmental problems in China and EU. Local
geographical and climate conditions vary significantly across the two regions. For example the distribution of
water resources is spatially and temporally uneven and often leads to water shortages in some areas, and flooding
in others. In addition there is a sharp drop in mineral, oil and gas resources, as well as an increase in the living
standard, which is a challenge for sustainable development. China’s economy is still growing fast, placing an
increased burden on the environment. The EU’s economy is more developed with a rich experience in dealing
with environmental problems in a fast growing economy. Therefore, it is mutually beneficial for the two sides to
collaborate in environmental research.

The FP7 funded SPRING project is intended to facilitate better EU-China environmental research coopera-
tion and to create a long-term environment vision with clearly identifiable pathways for the two partners to work
together. The project team is composed of five EU partners and five Chinese partners with expertise in water,
soil, air, climate change and biodiversity. The project runs from March 2010-Feburary 2013. SPRING has taken
a multi-level approach to achieving this, developing foresight and road-mapping studies to manage long term
aims and facilitate increased cooperation and exchange for researchers, policy and decision makers and funding
bodies. The outcomes of the project include detailed technology survey, success scenario analysis and EU-Horizon
research road map with a focus on the research needs between EU and China in the next twenty years.


