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Human beings perceive the world primarily through their sense of sight. This can explain why the use of images
is so important and common in educational materials, in particular for scientific subjects.

The development of modern technologies for visualizing the scientific features of the Earth has provided new
opportunities for communicating the increasing complexity of science both to the public and in school education.
In particular, the use of Earth observation satellites for civil purposes, which started in the 70s, has opened new
perspectives in the study of natural phenomena and human impact on the environment; this is particularly relevant
for those processes developing on a long term period and on a global scale.

Instruments for Remote Sensing increase the power of human sight, giving access to additional informa-
tion about the physical world, which the human eye could not otherwise perceive.

The possibility to observe from a remote perspective significant processes like climate change, ozone de-
pletion, desertification, urban development, makes it possible for observers to better appreciate and experience the
complexity of environment.

Remote Sensing reveals the impact of human activities on ecosystems: this allows students to understand
important concepts like global and local change in much more depth.

This poster describes the role and effectiveness of Remote Sensing imagery in scientific education, and its
importance towards a better global environmental awareness.



