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Vibrocoring of possible glacigenic landforms identified from high resolution bathymetric coverage of the Irish
Shelf by the Irish National Seabed Survey (INSS) has provided several clusters of short (<3m) cores that, due to
a regional post-glacial erosional event, comprise last glacial age stratigraphies. In addition, new shallow seismic
data and sedimentological information from across the Western Irish Shelf provide new insights into aspects of the
nature, timing and pattern of shelf occupation by grounded lobate extensions of the last Irish Ice Sheet. Restricted
chronological control of deglacial sequences in several cores indicates that northern parts of the western mid-shelf
(south of a prominent outer Donegal Bay ridge) were ice free by ~24 ka B.P.,, and that ice had also probably
retreated from outer shelf positions (as far west as the Porcupine Bank) at or before this time.



