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Online courses in higher education allow traditional and non-traditional students to complete course work in all
disciplines with great flexibility. Courses in the Natural Sciences are no exception because the online environment
allows students to collapse time and space; to access a course anywhere; to get immediate feedback, tutoring
and coaching; and to receive real-time interaction between themselves and the instructor. This presentation
will highlight successful examples of course content from the areas of astronomy, environmental, and earth
and physical sciences. Content examples will focus on helping students use their ‘environment’ as part of the
laboratory experience in courses traditionally thought of as lecture and laboratory courses. These examples will
include real and virtual field trips, use of multimedia content, collaboration between students and faculty to
design and conduct experiments and field work, and modifications to traditional lecture methods for the online
environment. Dr. Karen Pearson former director of Online-Learning and Academic Technologies and Professor
Science and Mathematics at the Fashion Institute of Technology (SUNY) and Dr. Joseph Liddicoat will focus on
how courses in the Natural Sciences can be delivered in the online environment while maintaining high academic
standards and not losing the “hands” on experience students need while completing a laboratory science course as
part of a liberal arts curriculum.



