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Europe has repeatedly been affected by droughts, resulting in considerable ecological and economic damage and
climate change studies indicate a trend towards increasing climate variability most likely resulting in more frequent
drought occurrences also in Europe. Against this background, the European Commission’s Joint Research Centre
(JRC) is developing methods and tools for assessing, monitoring and forecasting droughts in Europe and devel-
ops a European Drought Observatory (EDO) to complement and integrate national activities with a European view.

At the core of the European Drought Observatory (EDO) is a portal, including a map server, a metadata
catalogue, a media-monitor and analysis tools. The map server presents Europe-wide up-to-date information
on the occurrence and severity of droughts, which is complemented by more detailed information provided by
regional, national and local observatories through OGC compliant web mapping and web coverage services.
In addition, time series of historical maps as well as graphs of the temporal evolution of drought indices for
individual grid cells and administrative regions in Europe can be retrieved and analysed.

Current work is focusing on validating the available products, developing combined indicators, improving
the functionalities, extending the linkage to additional national and regional drought information systems and
testing options for medium-range probabilistic drought forecasting across Europe.

Longer-term goals include the development of long-range drought forecasting products, the analysis of
drought hazard and risk, the monitoring of drought impact and the integration of EDO in a global drought
information system.

The talk will provide an overview on the development and state of EDO, the different products, and the
ways to include a wide range of stakeholders (i.e. European, national river basin, and local authorities) in the
development of the system as well as an outlook on the future developments.


