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The evidence of the impact of the anthropogenic activity over the climate change, as well as the consequent
impacts in temperature, snow cover and sea level has been widely demonstrated (IPCC, 2007). However, the
impact of climate change on natural risks is still not clear, and the degree of uncertainty is high. The main problem
lays in the complexity of the factors involved in the production of natural disasters, mainly those related with
the vulnerability (in the more holistic sense of the expression), that is continuously being modified. In terms
of the impact of climate change on hazards, the analysis is still complicated, and this difficulty increases when
meteorological hazards that combine meteorological factors with other ones (human and/or natural) are considered
(i.e. floods, wet landslides, forest fires, etc.).

The Advisory Council for the Sustainable Development of Catalonia (CADS) is an advisory body which
gives strategic advice to the Catalan Government in the field of sustainable development. This contribution shows
the main results of a recent report elaborated by the CADS that analyses the present and potential evolution of
natural risks in Catalonia (NE of Iberian Peninsula) and the influence of climate change in it. The analysis is
made from the point of view of sustainable development, having in mind the international approach (IPCC, 2007,
2011; UNISDR, 2009; Molin, 2009; Brauch, 2010) and with special incidence in potential problems related with
security and civil protection. Conclusions identify as main problems those that will affect health (as a consequence
of the increase of heat waves and temperature extremes) and water scarcity.


