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Integrating Earth Sciences infrastructures in Europe is the mission of the European Plate Observing System
(EPOS).The integration of European analytical, experimental, and analogue laboratories plays a key role in this
context and is the task of the EPOS Working Group 6 (WG6).
Despite the presence in Europe of high performance infrastructures dedicated to geosciences, there is still limited
collaboration in sharing facilities and best practices. The EPOS WG6 aims to overcome this limitation by pushing
towards national and trans-national coordination, efficient use of current laboratory infrastructures, and future
aggregation of facilities not yet included. This will be attained through the creation of common access and
interoperability policies to foster and simplify personnel mobility. The EPOS ambition is to orchestrate European
laboratory infrastructures with diverse, complementary tasks and competences into a single, but geographically
distributed, infrastructure for rock physics, palaeomagnetism, analytical and experimental petrology and volcanology, and tectonic modeling. The WG6 is presently organizing its thematic core services within the EPOS
distributed research infrastructure with the goal of joining the other EPOS communities (geologists, seismologists,
volcanologists, etc...) and stakeholders (engineers, risk managers and other geosciences investigators) to: 1)
develop tools and services to enhance visitor programs that will mutually benefit visitors and hosts (transnational
access); 2) improve support and training activities to make facilities equally accessible to students, young
researchers, and experienced users (training and dissemination); 3) collaborate in sharing technological and
scientific know-how (transfer of knowledge); 4) optimize interoperability of distributed instrumentation by
standardizing data collection, archive, and quality control standards (data preservation and interoperability);
5) implement a unified e-Infrastructure for data analysis, numerical modelling, and joint development and
standardization of numerical tools (e-science implementation); 6) collect and store data in a flexible inventory
database accessible within and beyond the Earth Sciences community(open access and outreach); 7) connect to
environmental and hazard protection agencies, stakeholders, and public to raise consciousness of geo-hazards and
geo-resources (innovation for society). We will inform scientists and industrial stakeholders on the most recent
WG6 achievements in EPOS and we will show how our community is proceeding to design the thematic core
services.

