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At the light of global food trade, no water cycle can be considered "closed" under a political point of view. While
the hydrological cycle is a circular closed environment, if we open up our perspectives to social sciences, we will
demonstrate how, thanks to virtual water, it is today possible to elaborate how much water ’enters or leave’ any
water body under the form crop-export, in terms of " water used for the production of agri-food products’. This
new ’hydro-political cycle’ will be discussed at the light of different theoretical perspectives: food trade theories,
hydrology, international water law, socio-economic metabolism, material flow analysis.


