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Though it has been the object of both contemporary and modern investigations, the 14 April 1895, Ljubljana event
(Mw ∼6, according to the European catalogue SHEEC) is still not fully described in its effects. One manifest
reason for this is that being the 1895 earthquake a cross-border event, it affected an area that today pertains to three
different countries, Slovenia, Austria, and Italy, as well as accounted for in sources today scattered in different
archives and libraries.
In addition, the 1895 Ljubljana earthquake was a turning point for many aspects. Imperial Vienna sent help to re-
build the damaged city and its surroundings, and the architects brought modern ideas about urban planning, public
hygiene and contemporary design. It was also the beginning of organised seismological observations in Slovenia –
macroseismic, right after the earthquake, and instrumental, in 1896. The macroseismic data about this earthquake
are plentiful and very well preserved. In this new, cross-border study we intend to re-evaluate the already known
as well as the newly collected data sources. Specific attention is devoted to the archival documentation on damage,
and to the far-field data, which were not comprehensively taken into account beforehand. As the earthquake was
felt in a large part of central and Eastern Europe, a considerable effort is put into collecting and interpreting the
coeval sources, written in many different languages.


