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In Martinique and more generally in the Caribbean area, the Global warming is not only a topic you can read
about in a scientific article but a true issue in the everyday life of the inhabitants.
Many effects of the increase of the sea level or the erosion can be observed in the environment. For example,
beaches are being destroyed, frightening buildings built on the seafront.
This is not only an environmental issue but a touristic and economical one. By the way it is a problem to give a
new home to these inhabitants who are now losing their houses.
So, with their limited territory and their economy depending on tourism, the islands of the Lesser Antilles have a
big challenge which is to find some solutions to minimize the effects of the Global warming on their populations.
Anyway, anthropic activities and particularly the using of fossil fuels are named to be responsible for a big part of
the climate changes. Knowing this allows us to understand that the Caribbean countries have to develop renewable
energies.
Guadeloupe and Dominica are two good examples of these islands, where the politicians have already decided to
use sustainable energies. They use geothermal energy and hydroelectricity to provide to the families’ needs.
In this way, the Dominican government, with finances from The European Union, Guadeloupe and Martinique
decided to explore the geothermal resource in the island and to build a plant in the area of Roseau Valley.
Therefore the students and I, we have decided to study the geology of Dominica in order to find the origin of the
geothermal resource and to get more information about the geothermal power plant project.
Furthermore, we wanted to understand how this resource is used by the locals and to determine the impact of the
presence of the future plant in the chosen sites. In the poster to come, I have chosen to introduce the “journey in
Dominica” and the fieldwork that I have realized with my students of upper sixth form.
The poster will focus on the work of investigation and the different activities made by the students and the teachers
before, during and after the trip.
It will show, that on the contrary of some government members who are enthusiastic about the project, the people
living close to the future plant don’t agree due to the lack of details about it and the fear that their lands can be
taken by the government without correct expropriation compensation.
At last, after the trip the students balanced the pros and the cons of the project and made their own opinion.
They wrote newspaper articles to make the other students, the high school administration and some politicians
aware of the importance to develop this sustainable energy.


