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Geodiversity represents a variety of natural values, but they are threatened by a series of anthropogenic activities
and land degradation processes. Their effect depends on the intensity of the processes and the sensitivity of the
area in question. As a consequence of land degradation processes not only biodiversity but also geodiversity can be
damaged and deteriorated. The appearance of the natural landscape changes and natural processes may not have
a decisive role in landscape development any more. Some of the damages are irreversible because fundamental
changes happen in the landscape, or the processes having created the original forms are no longer in operation.
Small scale land degradation processes may be reversible if nature is still capable of reproducing the original
state. The most important land degradation processes are desertification and soil erosion. Mining, waste disposal,
urbanisation and construction activities, agriculture, inaccurate forest and water management, tourism, unsuitable
land use can also lead to severe land degradation problems. The objective of the paper is to show Hungarian
examples to all land degradation processes that threaten geodiversity. The results will be shown on a series of maps
showing land degradation processes endangering geodiversity in Hungary. A detailed analysis of smaller study
sites will be provided to show the effects of certain land degradation processes on landform development and on
the changes of geodiversity. This research is supported by the Hungarian Scientific Research Fund (OTKA), project
Nr. 10875.



