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The current context has called attention to the need of training engineers with new skills beyond the purely
technical. Among others, fostering the entrepreneurial spirit has gained special prominence.
In the Higher School of Agronomic and Forestry Engineering of the University of Cordoba, a 12-year-experience
of an entrepreneurship program for undergraduate students concluded that, for an adequate consolidation and
evolution of the program, is important to establish a robust network with active participation of all actors involved.

With this antecedent, a collective project conceived as an “ecosystem of support and accompaniment for
entrepreneurs” is the approach proposed. The objective is to perform an evaluation of this model in terms of
viability, usefulness, actions to be taken and degree of commitment. The key actors identified (undergraduate
students, faculty, alumni, local and regional entrepreneurs, enterprises, public administration) have been involved
in the evaluation process.

This study focuses on the academic staff. For that aim, a survey to the entire faculty (N=128, response rate
= 45%) and semi-structured interviews to 20 members have been performed. Data have been treated by means of
univariate and multivariate analysis.

Results suggest that there exists an agreement concerning the appropriateness of a collective project; there
is a critical mass of teachers willing to be engaged; guidelines need to be incorporated in order to facilitate taking
on tasks; main restrictions concern the existing asymmetry between formal requirements and those necessary for
establishing the ecosystem.
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