Geophysical Research Abstracts
Vol. 16, EGU2014-1275, 2014 ’\
EGU General Assembly 2014 G

© Author(s) 2013. CC Attribution 3.0 License.
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The Earth’s surface has a dynamic and topographically varied natural landscape. In some cases the resulting
landforms are given generic names reflecting their form and/or origin, (e.g. sand dunes, eskers, ox-bow lakes) but
in many cases the land surface has a more amorphous form and is less easily categorized other than at a landscape
scale (e.g. dissected plateau, Chalk downland). Across much of Europe, while the natural vegetation has been
removed or radically modified, the natural land form/topography remains in tact. In this context and in terms of
geoconservation we ought to be:

* allowing the dynamic natural processes that create, carve and modify

landscapes to continue to operate; and

* retaining natural topographic character and geomorphological authenticity in

the face of human actions seeking to remodel the land surface.

In this presentation examples of this approach to geoconservation of land form will be given from the UK and other
parts of the world. This will include examples of both appropriate and inappropriate topographic modifications.



