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Mineral deposits are non-renewable natural resources. Their protection and reasonable exploitation are crucial
requests resulting from sustainable development principles. Those are also fundamental issues in frame of the
intergeneration justice and fairness concept.

Protection of mineral resources should be based on interrelated activities: maintaining the possibility of economic
use of the identified mineral resources, reduced consumption of mineral resources and ensuring satisfactory
results of new prospecting and development of innovative technologies for the mineral resources base. The main
problem with guarantee to the use of mineral resources is the accessibility to sites with documented deposits and
prospective areas of their occurrence. Often, this contradicts with the interests of residents, planners and needs
of the biotic environment protection, thus is often a source of conflicts. Legislative regulations are necessary to
mitigate such arguable matters. SWOT analysis carried out with respect to introducing such legal regulations
serves to identify the sources of conflicts and difficulties associated with their solution.

Consensus reaching is a difficult task, so all decision makers are required to show their mutual understanding
and willingness to achieve the goals taking into consideration all benefits for the population (including future
generations). Foundations for finding the middle ground are: making the communities aware of their demands
on minerals and of indispensable conditions for satisfying these demands; providing complete and accessible
information; factual, non-emotional negotiations between decision makers and the public.



