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In the last years there has been an increasing interest in biochar research. Soil biological and biochemical
properties have a preeminent role driving nutrient cycling and can be considered as indicators of soil quality. The
information on the effects of biochar addition in soil biological activities in still scarce, although an influential
number of articles have appeared lately.
The aim of this work is to provide an overview of those articles dealing with the biological impact of biochar
addition to soil. Studies conducted in soils in different countries differing in forming factors and fertility status are
presented. The focus of this work is on how biochar interacts with soil fauna, on changes in soil biological and
biochemical properties following heavy metal immobilization after biochar addition and on how these changes are
important in relation to global change. Priority areas were research is needed are identified.


