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Floods in the Mekong delta occur on a recurring basis during the flood season from July to November, and regular
inundations of large areas are a prerequisite for the livelihoods of about 17 million people in the Vietnamese delta.
At the same time, large-scale flood events above usual water levels pose a serious hazard that repeatedly caused
severe economic damage and losses of life in past decades. The flood event in 2011 in the Mekong Delta heavily
impacted Can Tho City and caused substantial damage to various economic sectors.
Data from face to face interviews with 480 flood-affected households and 378 small businesses were analysed to
gain detailed insights into flood preparedness, early warning, emergency measures, flood impacts and recovery
before, during and after the 2011 flood in Can Tho city. Amongst other things, the findings reveal that damage
to households is high, often exceeding the amount of several months of income, despite a relatively high level of
preparedness. In terms of small businesses, it is found that higher losses indeed occur due to the disruption of
production processes compared with direct damage.


