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The Working Group II contribution to the Fifth Assessment Report of the Intergivernmental Panel on Climate
Change, Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability, will be completed and approved in March 2014. It includes two
parts, Part A covering Global and Sectoral Aspects, and Part B, covering Regional Aspects. The WGII report
spans a very broad range of topics which are approached in a strong interdisciplinary context. It highlights how
observed impacts of climate change are now widespread and consequential, particularly for natural systems, and
can be observed on all continents and across the oceans. Vulnerability to climate change depends on interactions
with non-climatic stressors and inequalities, resulting in highly differential risks associated with climate change.
It is also found that adaptation is already occurring across scales and is embedded in many planning processes.
Continued sustained warming thrughout the 21st century will exacerbate risks and vulnerabilities across multiple
sectors, such as freshwater resources, terrestrial and inland water systems, coastal and marine systems, food
production, human health, security and livelihood. The report stresses how risks and vulnerabilities need to be
assessed within a multi-stressor and regionally specific context, and can be reduced and managed by adopting
climate-resilient pathwyas combining suitable adaptation and mitigation options with synergies and tradeoffs
occurring both within and across regions.
The Working group II report includes a large number of Chapters (30) and contributors (310 including authors and review editors), with expertise in a broad range of disciplines, from the physical science to the impact
and socio-economic sciences. The communication across chapters and disciplines has been a challenge, and will
continue to be one as the Global Change problem will increasingly require a fully integrated and holistic approach.
Note that text on this abstract is not approved at the time its submission, but it will be discussed in the report.

