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GEOMAR Helmholtz Centre for Ocean Research Kiel, Germany, started a programme of cooperations with sec-
ondary schools in 2003, which has been expanding continually since that time. By active involvement of teachers
and students, the Centre’s research topics are communicated to schools, and young people are encouraged to de-
velop their interest for biogeosciences. The portfolio of activities includes: project work with schools over periods
from one day to several months, individual student theses at the research centre, internships, a weekly „Research
Club“ allowing individual experiments, summer school programmes, teacher training courses, joint activities with
international partners and a video-project in which students portray scientific aspects of oceanic oxygen minimum
zones (in the context of the Collaborative Research Center SFB 754) to other students. Essential prerequisites for
these activities are the direct involvement of the Centre’s researchers who contribute their expertise and act as
role-models for the students, dedicated staff for coordination and continuity, and financial and structural support
both at the research centre and the schools.


