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Future Earth is a 10-year international research programme that aims to provide the critical knowledge required
for societies to understand and address challenges posed by global environmental change (GEC) and to seize
opportunities for transitions to global sustainability. Future Earth research is organised around three broad and
integrated research themes: Dynamic Planet; Global Development; and Transformations towards Sustainability.
It builds upon and integrates the existing GEC Programmes: World Climate Research Programme (WCRP), the
International Geosphere-Biosphere Programme (IGBP), DIVERSITAS (international programme of biodiversity
science), the International Human Dimensions Programme (IHDP) and the Earth Systems Science Partnership
(ESSP).

This presentation will outline the key principles of Future Earth, such as the integration of natural and so-
cial science, and will describe how the programme intends to address the challenges of global environmental
change. Some of the major research questions addressed by Future Earth could include: further understanding
of the dynamics of the Earth system (including socio-ecology); risks relating to tipping points; how to ensure
sustainable access to food, water and energy; and whether the present economic system provides the necessary
framework for low carbon transition.


