
Geophysical Research Abstracts
Vol. 16, EGU2014-5128, 2014
EGU General Assembly 2014
© Author(s) 2014. CC Attribution 3.0 License.

The Wegener Memorial Expedition to the Greenland Caledonides
Kurt Stüwe and Werner Piller
University of Graz, Earth Science, Graz, Austria (kurt.stuewe@uni-graz.at)

2012 marked the 100 anniversary of the publication of Alfred Wegeners book: ’Die Entstehung der Kontinente’
- which is often hailed as the discovery of continental drift theory in the advent of plate tectonics. Wegener was
later appointed as professor for geophysics at the University of Graz in Austria - in part for this discovery. He held
this position until his death in Greenland in 1930. In honor of the hundredth anniversary of the 1912 milestone
publication, the University of Graz in Austria stages an expedition to Greenland in the spirit of Alfred Wegener,
supported by the Austrian Academy of Sciences. The expedition aims predominantly to unravel secrets of the
Caledonides of Northeastern Greenland using an extensive sampling program to some of the least explored corners
of the orogenic belt. Particular emphasis will be placed on the Hager Bjerg allochthon and its relationship to the
hanging wall and footwall units. The expedition will use the unparalleled flexibility of small aircraft that will be
piloted by experienced Alaskan bush pilots and brought to Greenland from Alaska for this purpose.


