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The Geological Surveys of the European countries hold valuable resources of geological data but, to discover,
understand and use this data efficiently, a good level of standardization is essential. The OneGeology-Europe
project had the aim of making geological maps at a scale 1:1M from Europe discoverable and accessible, available
under a common data license and described by multilingual metainformation. A harmonized specification for basic
geological map data was developed so that significant progress towards harmonizing the datasets was achieved.
Responsibility for the management of the OneGeology-Europe portal has been taken by EuroGeoSurveys and
provided by CGS and BRGM. Of the 34 members of EuroGeoSurveys (EGS), only 20 participated in the
OneGeology-Europe project (Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary,
Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Sweden, Spain, United
Kingdom), so the European area was not completely covered. At the 33rd General Meeting and Directors
Workshop in 2012 it was therefore decided to establish a successor initiative OneGeology Europe Plus (1G-E+)
with the purpose of extending the coverage by geological maps at a scale of 1:1 M to all the EGS member
countries (including Albania, Austria, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Greece, Iceland, Lithuania, Malta, Romania,
Russia, Switzerland, Turkey, Ukraine) and also, if possible, to the other European countries (Belorussia, Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Faeroe Islands, Kosovo, Latvia, Macedonia, Moldavia, Montenegro, Serbia).
In order to achieve the desired result, it has been necessary for the new GSOs who intend to supply the additional
1G-E standardized services to carry out the work using their own staff and resources. The technical guidance and
other support have been provided by the 1G-E+ Technical Support Team, funded from the internal budgets of their
respective surveys. The team is coordinated by the Czech Geological Survey (CGS) working with the Bureau de
Recherches Géologiques et Minières (BRGM), the British Geological Survey (BGS), the Geological Survey of
Denmark and Greenland (GEUS) and the Geological Survey of Slovenia (GeoZS). The Geological Survey of the
Netherlands (TNO) decided to provide financial support for the initiative.
The Technical Support Team has been providing the technical advice required to enable the inclusion of geological
maps from new countries in the 1G-E Portal using the standards developed and accepted for 1G-E. Cookbooks,
on-line help and a helpdesk are provided during the work. A technical workshop was organized at which all the
technical steps required to reach the target solution were presented and discussed. All newcomers must agree the
existing common license that was created for downloading the 1G-E data. It should be emphasized that the results
will be displayed as part of the 1G-E project and metadata/portal infrastructures.
The process is still ongoing because the harmonization work for most of the countries involved has been a
demanding process. Some countries are facing difficulties because of the lack of expert personnel or insufficient
resources of data.
Despite some problems, the 1G-E+ initiative and the work involved has contributed to effective networking and
technical cooperation between the GSOs across the wider European region.


